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An eyecatching sculpture at a local park is exploring the
importance of source water protection for our local water
resources.

WaterOne was invited to participate in the Johnson
County Parks Department’s artist-in-residency program.
The Art and Natural Resources Residency (ANRR) is a
short-term program to engage a local artist and allow
them to work with the JCPRD Natural Resource team to
learn, respond artistically, and amplify important work.
The 2024 ANRR focused on the role of water in Johnson
County and the importance of clean water and quality
watersheds as part of our regional ecosystem’s resilience.

The JCPRD invited Communications Manager/PIO Kelly
Fry and representatives from other local utilities to
participate on the art committee and select an artist.

The selected artist, Matthew Dehaemers, toured
WaterOne’s Hansen Treatment Plant for inspiration and
afterward produced a large colorful water drop sculpture.
Staff took Matthew around a WaterOne warehouse as
well so that he could explore materials used in our daily
work. He ended up using a valve, tubing and other items
in his piece. His sculpture is titled “Is it Water Under the
Bridge?”

According to the artist, the artwork symbolizes the
journey of the Kansas watershed. The installation

begins with 81 strands of rope that form 27 braids,

then even larger 9 braids, and still yet bigger 3 braids,
ultimately becoming one large, massive braid. According
to Matthew, the 81 strands of rope that form braids
represent how we all impact the water.

The strands, woven with yellow, orange, red, and white,
symbolize pollutants such as oil and trash. Flowing
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through a water drop, the braid echoes the natural
rhythm of water and signifies the collaborative efforts
in Johnson County to maintain clean water for our
community.

“Walking inside the large water drop represents our
integral relationship with water,” said Matthew. “Our
body composition is made up of mostly water. Without
water, there would be no life. With all this to consider, it
is not just water under the bridge. There is so much more
to it”

The sculpture helps promote WaterOne’s journey to
protect Kansas source water. WaterOne is involved

in many conservation efforts in Johnson County,
including programs like the Milford Lake RCPP (Regional
Conservation Partnership Program), which allows us to
take action for source water protection in our region.
Learn more about this and other efforts at waterone.org/
sustainability.

You can go see the sculpture at Mill Creek Streamway
Park: 10298 Ridgeview Rd. Lenexa, KS 66220. It will be up
all summer for all to enjoy!
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WaterOne is actively exploring sustainable solutions for Additionally, WaterOne has introduced an innovative

facility maintinence which includes electric lawnmowers, grass maintenance approach at its 211th Street Pump
tools, and even the use of livestock! Station, using sheep from a local livestock grazing service.

These animals are used to control noxious weeds, brush,
and invasive plant species, without the use of herbicides
or CO2-spewing equipment. While the animals graze, they

Recently, the organization replaced aging lawnmowers
with an electric commercial model. Staff are evaluating
the mower to ensure it meets WaterOne's operational
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GFOA Budget Award

WaterOne has earned the Distinguished

Budget Award for the 2024 budget! This

is our 8th year in a row receiving this

award from the Government Finance Officers
Association (GFOA). The award recognizes budgets
that meet a set criterion which includes topics
such as revenue/rates and departmental goals.
This award is the highest form of recognition in
governmental budgeting. é

WaterOne employee staff partners.

( (We made a phone call, and within less than 60 minutes there was
a crew out to fix the issue! The crew that was sent out were very
customer-focused. Very polite and nice, as well as knowledgeable. They
_f" fixed a situation with the pouring of the sidewalk. | really appreciate the
attentiveness and care that we receive from Water One! Thank you! ))

- A Happy Customer
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